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Central Okanagan Naturalists’ Club (CONC) 
50 YEARS  - 50 community Activities 

 

2011 Activity 

April 30 Sunflower Festival 

May 7 Introduction to Birding 

May 10 Monthly Meeting: Stardust to Ecosystems: The Symphony of Life 

May 21 Discover Nature Hike: Okanagan Mission with Brenda Thomson 

Meet at 10:00 am at the Okanagan Mission Community Hall, 4409 Lakeshore Road, 
Kelowna. 
Destinations: Cedar Mountain Regional Park, South Mission Powerline Linear Park, 
South Ridge Park and Open Space and Mission Ridge Park.   

May 28-29 Okanagan Mountain Park Bird and Critter Count. 

Check out the link from the Home Page www.okanagannature.org for more 

information about this event. 

June 4 Bicycle Birding 

A new event for CONCs bicycling birders. This will be a fairly long route 10-12kms 
starting at the Capital News Center on Gordon Drive. If you would like to join in 
contact Cec 250 862 8254 after 1st May. 

June 10 Botany: easy walk at EECO.  9:30 – 1:30 pm.  Meet at EECO Center at 9:30 and then 

drive to a special place for flowers.  Easy walking and bring lunch For more information 

contact Peter Green 250-765-1737 

June 14 Annual picnic at Kaloya Regional Park.   

June 18 Discover Nature walk with Bob Fulton 

Meet at 10:00 am at Gellatly Heritage Park, 4120 Gellatly Road, West Kelowna.   
Destinations: Powers Creek, Gellatly Bay trails and Glen Canyon Regional Park, 
with an emphasis on geology. 
Not suitable for wheel chairs or stroller. 

Check out the link from the Home page www.okanagannature.org for more 

information about this hike. 

June 23-26 Midsummer Madness Camp at Tulameen. CONC members only. 

July 2 Walk to Angel Springs.  Public Walk to Angel Springs South Slopes  A visit to see tufa 
deposits at Kelowna’s only warm spring.  A moderately easy hike on well maintained 
trail 9am -1pm bring lunch: leader geologist Bob Fulton.   
 
Angel Springs is disappointing if you are expecting something like the terraced hotsprings of 
Yellowstone Park or the hot pools found in the Kootenay’s. What you will see is a small 
creek flowing over a forest floor with some stretches of its channel lined with orange-rust 
coloured algae. The water temperature is in the low twenties so these springs are classified 
as “warm springs” (temperature between 20° and 32°). They do however, make an 
interesting destination for a moderately easy hike. 
 
The total hike length will approach 6 km and it could take a full 3 hours. The trail does not 
have a lot of steep ups and downs and is moderately good - as hiking trails go. We will meet 
at the parking lot for the East Kelowna Sportsfield, which is at 2741 East Kelowna Rd. East 
Kelowna Rd. is located where K.L.O. Rd becomes McCulloch Rd. (just east of McCullock 
Station Pub). We will consolidate to car pool to the trail head which is on the east side of 
June Springs Rd in Myra-Bellevue Provincial Park. Please be at the meeting place by 9:00. 

 

July 5 Tour of unH2O xeriscape demonstration garden.  Guided tour of unH₂0 
gardens and community gardens with  Gwen Steele and Heather Doheny.  

http://www.okanagannature.org/
http://www.okanagannature.org/
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Meet at the unH₂0 xeriscape demonstration garden in front of the H2O  
Aquatic Center, 4075 Gordon Drive at 7pm  www.okanaganxeriscape.org  

July 9 Family Day Pond Study. 1 pm 
Join Ian Walker, an aquatic biologist from UBCO, to look for creatures in a creek and pond.  

Discover different adaptations for their environment. Meet at EECO Center 1pm 

July 16 Discover Nature with Doreen Wierenga 

Meet at 10:00 at the parking lot in front of Rutland Middle School, 715 Rutland Road, 
Kelowna. 
Destinations: Chichester Wetland Park, Mill Creek Regional Park and Phase Two 
Mission Creek Greenway.   

July 23 Flowers at Big White with Peter and Kitty Green 
Join Central Okanagan Naturalists, Peter and Kitty Green, to discover what’s flowering on 

the hills after the snow has melted. Maybe we will find red monkey flower, white 

rhododendron, or leatherleaf saxifrage. Be prepared for walking on uneven ground and bring 

lunch and lots of water. 

Meet at the EECO Centre on Springfield Road at 9:30am to proceed by car up to Big White. 

July 30 Butterflies with Denis St. John  
Come out with an expert lepidopterists on a hunt for the elusive Aphrodite butterfly.  Meet at 

the EECO Centre on Springfield Road at 10am.  Bring lunch and water.  Don’t forget the 

kids, this is a fun family adventure.  Need any details; contact John at dsjohnster@gmail.com 

Aug.2-7 Manning Park camp 

Aug. 13 Public Walk Come join Linley McKenna on the Westside Public Walk.  

Meet: 9am Where: Roadside – Bear Creek Park.  Meeting place only.  
Leader: We will meet you and we will continue along West Side Road to commence 
our walk. 
Level: Beginner – intermediate 
What to bring: A lunch, water, and snacks if needed.  Wear good walking or hiking 
shoes and appropriate clothing.  Hat, sunscreen.  Consider the weather on the day.   
Perhaps a light pack to carry your belongings in. 
Contact:  Linley McKenna. Phone 250-769-6461 for more information    

Aug. 20 Discover Nature with Penny Gubbles and Brenda Thomson 

South Kelowna area, Meet at Scenic Canyon Regional Park parking lot at 10 am. Follow 

McCulloch Rd to Field Rd., turn left, drive 1km to reach parking lot.  Destinations are upper 

KLO Creek trail, Priest Creek trail, Cement flume loop trail. - easy grades.  Bring lunch and 

water, wear suitable outdoor clothing and footwear.  Bring $1.00 for insurance.  Please 

leave pets at home. Leaders are Friends of South Slopes and CONC members. For more 

information call Brenda 250 764 4296 

Aug. 27 Back to the Future: restoring Mission Creek with Peter Dill.  Peter Dill Fisheries 
biologist worked with kokanee for 20 years.  Leif Burge Geographer studied river 
formation.  Join us for a stroll along part of Mission Creek where we can compare a 
dyked river and a naturally flowing river. Could the dyke be moved back to restore 
natural vegetation and fish habitat/ What would be involved?   

Aug. 30 CONC Reunion Tea 

Sept. 10 High Rim Trail with Don Guild.  Meet at 9am at the EECO Center. 

Sept. 13 CONC Monthly Meeting: Brazil talk with Hugh Westheuser 

Sept. 17 Discover Nature with Eileen Chappell and Sylvia Blackburne 

Meet 10 am at East Kelowna Community Hall, 2704 East Kelowna Road. (corner of 

KLO & McCulloch Roads) .  We will visit upper Scenic Canyon Regional Park trails, 

Carter Road Park and Mission Creek Regional Park at the Hall Road access. Wear 

http://www.okanaganxeriscape.org/
mailto:dsjohnster@gmail.com
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suitable outdoor clothes, bring water, lunch & $1.00 for insurance. walks end by 

about 2:30. please leave pets at home. 

Sept. 24 Vaseux Lake bird banding with Les Gyug 

Join CONC on an outing to the Vaseux Lake Bird Observatory in the south Okanagan, 
1 km north of Vaseux Lake on the west side of Highway 97. 
Migratory bird banding goes on at the Vaseux Lake site from August 1st to the end 
of September each year, with a usual big push of migrants in mid to late 
September.  The observatory has its own website updated regularly by Dick 
Cannings. http://vlbo.wordpress.com so you can check up on the latest news.  
Volunteeers are always welcome at the Vaseux Lake Bird Observatory, but you can 
join us on this trip if you would like an easy introduction to bird banding. 
MEET in Kelowna at the Apple Bowl parking lot (the old Doctor Knox school) at 6:30 
am to carpool.  We will be back by early afternoon, bur bring water, a snack and 
some lunch, which we can enjoy at Vaseux Lake once the birding nets close around 
noon.  Pre-registration is required so we know the numbers coming. 
Contact Les Guyg (250-769-5907) after September 16th.   

Oct 1  Photography workshop with Les Gyug 

Hands on nature photography with Les, a naturalist-biologist who is a superb 
photographer. 
Meant for any level of photographer from beginner upwards. 
Registration required.  Phone Les (250-769-5907) after September 16th. Limit 10 
participants. 

MEET: EECO Center. 1 pm – 5 pm. Bring $1.00 for insurance. 
Oct. 11 Monthly Meeting: Members’ presentation night  

Oct 15 Discovery Nature with Shirley Fitzpatrick and Wally Kvasnic 

Oct. 22 Mushroom walk with a mycologist – Dan Durrell 
CONC invites anyone interested in fungi on an all day outing October 22, to learn 

about mushrooms, edible or not.. Our leaders will be Dr. Dan Durral from UBCO and 

some of his graduate students who will escort us in the diverse Interior Cedar 

Hemlock forest of Trinity Valley/Mabel Lake/Sugar Lake areas. This forest type 

supports a rich variety of mushrooms. We will visit 2 or 3 different sites and then 

take our collections to Lumby hall to display and discuss between 2 and 4 pm. 

 Meet at the EECO Center at 8am to carpool to Lumby Mall parking lot Bring a bag 

lunch, appropriate clothing and collecting bags or baskets. Fabric bags with rigid 

bottoms are fine but not plastic  Rolls of waxed or aluminum are useful 

Cost $10 for insurance, hall rental and honorarium for the students. For more 

information phone Fiona Flook 259 860-9751   
Nov. 8 CONC Monthly Meeting:  

Nov. 19 Discover Nature with Emile Brokx 

Dec. 3 Introduction to Bird Counts with Rick Gee and Lesley Robertson 

Dec. 14 Lake Country Christmas Bird Count. Contact Tanya Seebacher, Ann Gibson, or 
Les Gyug. les_gyug@shaw.ca 

Dec. 17 Discover Nature with Brenda Thomson 

Dec. 17 Kelowna Christmas Bird Count with Chris Charlesworth 

Dec. 29 Big White Christmas Bird Count with Charlesworth. (not a CONC Club event) 

2012  

Jan. 9 CONC annual meeting and photo competition 

Jan. 15 Swan and Eagle Count – date to be confirmed 

http://vlbo.wordpress.com/
mailto:%20les_gyug@shaw.ca
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Jan. 21 Discover Nature with Fiona and Donald Flook 

Jan. 28 Compass/Map and GPS with Les Gyug, Hugh Westheuser, Rick Gee and Don Guild 

Feb. 4.  Snowshoeing and hotdogs with Rich Gee 

Feb 13 Annual CONC Banquet 

Feb. 18 Discover Nature with Fiona and Donald Flook 

March 3 Owling with Hugh Westheuser 

March 10 Introduction to Trees and Shrubs with Fiona Flook 

March 12 CONC monthly meeting: Speaker TBA 

March 24 Discover Nature with Bitten Tisdale 

April 21 Discover Nature with Lesley Robertson 

May 10-13 BC Nature AGM at Okanagan College, Kelowna 

 


